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European law context 

EIA is a process designed to ensure that projects likely to have significant 

effects on the environment because of their nature, size or location are subject 

to an assessment of these effects before development consent is given 

 

EIA directive (1985 latest update in 2014) 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014L0052   

 

=> French law in 2016 with the definition of specific env. 

thresholds for a list of projects and to improve the consultation 

process 
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Ex. of thresholds 

2 options : small / exhaustive Impact Assessment depending on the importance 

of the project  
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HOW TO PREDICT AN IMPACT ??? 

Not always easy, if impact indirect / direct / cumulative  

=> inertia of oceans 
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E.g.: 500 p. EIA doc. Nice beach in France  

15 000 rocks refilled evey year on the main center beach  
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E.g.: 500 p. EIA doc. Nice beach in France  
15 000 rocks refilled evey year on the main center beach  
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E.g. : 500 p. EIA doc. Nice beach in France  

Cymodocea : marine protected species 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

=> quality of a folder # nb of pages!  
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Some definitions 

 Impact # effect?  

 

 effect # pressure? 

 

 indirect / cumulative impact? 

 

 Important to define what you mean 

 

 

 EIA : term used for the assessment of the environmental 

consequences (positive and/or negative) of a project prior to the 

decision to move forward with the proposed action 
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DPSIR model  
(since 1998 !) 

 DRIVERS = activities, coastal and port structures, etc.  

 PRESSURES = modification of physical / chemical parameters 

 STATE = state of species, habitat.  

 IMPACT = depends of the sensitivity of species / habitats to pressures 

 

 useful to determine direct and indirect impacts  

 

 

 e.g. : dredging 

 

 

Sometimes, P=D ! 
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Ste 1 
How to define the impact ? 
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, 3 & 4 
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Importance of indicators 

 different definitions 

 

e.g. : Eval Impact, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level of confidence requested! 
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Relation activities – Pressures  

 qualitative / quantitative 

 many thematic guides online  
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Relation pressures – habitats / species 

 qualitative >> quantitative 

 quantitative threshold useful to stop maritime works before 

degradation 

Examples :  

- Water quality / Posidonia & light / Marine mammals & Sound  

=> Hardly any data ! 
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Mitigation hierarchy : avoid, reduce and 

compensate 
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Mitigation measures : Avoid, reduce and 

compensate 
 

• Avoid the impact : change the project, the location, 

etc.  

 

• Reduce / minimize the impact : change method of 

maritime work, avoir the most sensitive periods, etc.  

 

 if there is still an important residual impact, the 

project should be forbidden! 

 

in some exceptions (project of public interest), 

possibility to compensate the residual impact   
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E.g. of compensatory measures in France 

Conditions to be considered as a compensatory measure : 

• Proportional to the environmental stakes and the nature of the 

project 

• Time lapse correlated to the time of the impacts  

• Equivalence : same type of habitat  

• Additionality : « no net loss » 

• Feasibility : legal, technical, economic 

• Efficiency: compulsory 

• Proximity: geographical and functional 

 

=> ambitious and complex ! Compensation has to remain the 

exception.  
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e.g. in South of France 
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Importance of monitoring 

NOT MUCH DATA  

 

 precautionnary approach should be requested 

 

monitoring useful to :  

- correct unpredicted impacts before destruction  

- gather knowledge for the initial state, the relation activities / pressure, 

etc.  

 

Most of the time, mitigation measures and monitoring represents less than 

10 % of the project…   
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Conclusion  

  

Species and habitats are threatened by humans. It is dramatic, and the EIA 

is highly important to avoid destruction before maritime works / activities.   

 

Really difficult to analyse objectively potential impacts  

 precautionnary approach 

 importance to use DPSIR approach and quantify activities / pressures / 

sensitivity  

 monitoring priority 

 

There is no easy and free area in the ocean for projects. There is always a 

stakeholder, a project under process.  

 

=> importance to work with the different stakeholders to define collectively 

a compromise between economical and environmental stakes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


