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History of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

• Builds on decades of work by countries and the UN
• 1992: Agenda 21, the Rio Declaration on Environment and 

Development, adopted by 178 countries at the Earth Summit in Rio 
de Janairo

• 2000: the Millennium Declaration was adopted at the Millennium 
Summit at UN Headquarters in New York which led to the elaboration 
of 8 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to reduce extreme 
poverty by 2015.

• 2012: UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) MSs 
adopted the outcome document “The Future We Want” in which 
was decided to develop a set of SDGs to build upon the MDGs

• 2015: adoption by all United Nations Member States (MSs) of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with 17 SDGs at the UN 
Sustainable Development Summit
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the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: Declaration

“We [the Heads of State and Government and High Representatives] 
resolve, between now and 2030, to end poverty and hunger 

everywhere; to combat inequalities within and among countries; to 
build peaceful, just and inclusive societies; to protect human rights 

and promote gender equality and the empowerment of women and 
girls; and to ensure the lasting protection of the planet and its natural 

resources. We resolve also to create conditions for sustainable, 
inclusive and sustained economic growth, shared prosperity and 
decent work for all, taking into account different levels of national 

development and capacities.”
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
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The declaration …continued

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are an urgent call for action by 
all countries - developed and developing - in a global partnership. 

• They recognize that ending poverty and other deprivations must go 
hand-in-hand with strategies that improve health and education, 
reduce inequality, and spur economic growth – all while tackling 
climate change and working to preserve our oceans and forests.

-The United nation
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Concept of sustainable development

Sustainable development is the 
overarching paradigm of the United 
Nations. 
It was described by the 1987 as the 
“development that meets the needs of 
the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs.”
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Economic
growth

Social
inclusion

Environmental
protection

Three dimensions to 
sustainable development

- integrated and indivisible



Main global challenges to sustainable development
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The 2030 Agenda

• 17 goals 
• Targets (169)  and indicators 

“Outcome targets" use numbers
“Means of implementation targets" use lower case letters

• 15 years (2015-2030)
• All countries and stakeholders are expected to make the goals a 

priority
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People Planet Prosperity Peace Partnership• 5 key components

end poverty and hunger

protect the planet from degradation

enjoy prosperous and fulfilling lives

peaceful, just and inclusive societies

global solidarity

“Never before have world 
leaders pledged common 

action and endeavor 
across such a broad and 
universal policy agenda”

-The United Nation



The 17 SDGs

Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
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Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for 
all at all ages

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all



The 17 SDGs
Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women 
and girls
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Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 
modern energy for all

Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all



The 17 SDGs
Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and 
sustainable industrialization and foster innovation
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Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries<

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable

Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production 
patterns



The 17 SDG …continued

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*
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Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources for sustainable development

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt 
and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss

Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize 
the global partnership for sustainable development

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, 
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels
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Cross cutting issues: 
• Gender equality
• Education
• Culture
• Health

To achieve sustainable development, 
3 interdependent and critical sectors 
need to come together: 

• Economic
• Socio-political
• Environmental. 

→ Progress requires multidisciplinary and trans-disciplinary research 
across all three sectors.
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OVERVIEW
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By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measured as people 
living on less than $1.25 a day

By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages living in 
poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions

1.1.1
Proportion of population below the international poverty line, by sex, age, employment 
status and geographical location (urban/rural)

1.2.1
Proportion of population living below the national poverty line, by sex and age
1.2.2
Proportion of men, women and children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions 
according to national definitions

Targets & Indicators
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OVERVIEW

3 Outcome targets
2 Means of implementation targets
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Targets & Indicators

Target

13.1
Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and natural disasters in all countries

Indicators 
13.1.1
Number of deaths, missing persons and persons affected by disaster per 100,000 people
13.1.2
Number of countries with national and local disaster risk reduction strategies
13.1.3
Proportion of local governments that adopt and implement local disaster risk reduction strategies in line 
with national disaster risk reduction strategies

Target

13.2
Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning
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Target

13.3
Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on climate change 
mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning

13.a
Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-country parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 2020 from all 
sources to address the needs of developing countries in the context of meaningful mitigation actions and 
transparency on implementation and fully operationalize the Green Climate Fund through its capitalization 
as soon as possible

13.b
Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning and 
management in least developed countries and small island developing States, including focusing on 
women, youth and local and marginalized communities * Acknowledging that the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary international, intergovernmental forum for 
negotiating the global response to climate change.

Targets & Indicators
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OVERVIEW

7 Outcome targets
3 Means of implementation targets



Target

14.1
By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-
based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution

Indicators
14.1.1
Index of coastal eutrophication and floating plastic debris density

Target

14.2
By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse 
impacts, including by strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve 
healthy and productive oceans

Indicators 
14.2.1
Proportion of national exclusive economic zones managed using ecosystem-based approaches

Targets & Indicators
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Indicators
14.3.1
Average marine acidity (pH) measured at agreed suite of representative sampling stations

Target

14.3
Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through enhanced scientific 
cooperation at all levels

Target

14.4
By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 
and destructive fishing practices and implement science-based management plans, in order to restore fish 
stocks in the shortest time feasible, at least to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as 
determined by their biological characteristics

Indicators 
14.4.1
Proportion of fish stocks within biologically sustainable levels

Targets & Indicators
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Target 

14.5
By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and 
international law and based on the best available scientific information

Indicators
14.5.1
Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas

Target

14.6
By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, 
eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing 
new such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment for 
developing and least developed countries should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization 
fisheries subsidies negotiation

Indicators 
14.6.1
Progress by countries in the degree of implementation of international instruments aiming to 
combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing

Targets & Indicators
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Target

14.7
By 2030, increase the economic benefits to Small Island developing States and least developed countries 
from the sustainable use of marine resources, including through sustainable management of fisheries, 
aquaculture and tourism

Indicators 14.7.1
Sustainable fisheries as a percentage of GDP in small island developing States, least developed countries 
and all countries

Target

14.a
Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer marine technology, taking into 
account the IOC Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology, in order to improve ocean 
health and to enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the development of developing countries, in 
particular SIDS and least developed countries

Indicators  14.a.1
Proportion of total research budget allocated to research in the field of marine technology

Targets & Indicators
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Target

14.b
Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets

Indicators 14.b.1
Progress by countries in the degree of application of a legal/regulatory/policy/institutional 
framework which recognizes and protects access rights for small-scale fisheries

Target

14.c
Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing 
international law as reflected in United Nation Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), which 
provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources, as 
recalled in paragraph 158 of The Future We Want

Indicators 14.c.1
Number of countries making progress in ratifying, accepting and implementing through legal, policy and 
institutional frameworks, ocean-related instruments that implement international law, as reflected in the 
UNCLOS, for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources

Targets & Indicators



• The global goals Impact every nations and person on the planet.
• International bodies, nations, and individuals are impacted by the 

goals and share responsibilities on the success
• Individual can play their part by taking actions and joining campaigns;
• Nations are committing to be responsible of the goal, and 

mechanisms of enforcement are put in place to make sure that the 
goals are being met. 

24



Means of implementation and follow-up

• Mobilization of financial resources as well as capacity-building and 
the transfer of technologies (environmentally sound ) to developing 
countries

• Individual can play their part by taking actions and joining campaigns; 
• Governments are expected to take ownership and establish national 

frameworks, policies and measures for the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda. They have the primary responsibility for follow-up and 
review, at the national, regional and global levels, progress made over 
the coming fifteen years. 

• Indicators have been developed to assist this work. 
- Quality, accessible, timely and reliable disaggregated data are needed to help with the 
measurement of progress and to ensure that no one is left behind. 
- Such data are key to decision-making.
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26
World map showing countries that are closest to meeting the SDGs (in dark blue) and those with the 
greatest remaining challenges (in the lightest shade of blue) in 2018

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/



Spill over score

27A higher score means that a country causes more positive and fewer negative spillover effects.

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/



• By the end of 2020, 21 of the 169 Sustainable Development Goal targets will have 
matured. 

• Of these 21 targets, 12 are linked to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 
Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and 4 involve SDG 14.
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Threats to marine species embodied in imports of goods and services.

Ratings provide a visual representation of a country’s performance on the indicator.

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/



SDG implementation: by all including YOU
• Importance of participation by all actors is emphasized 

throughout the 2030 Agenda

• The Division for SDGs (DSDG) supports and facilitates the 
participation of stakeholders https://sdgs.un.org/ 

• Stakeholder actions through projects, initiatives, advocacy, 
knowledge-sharing, and monitoring.

• Major Groups and Other Stakeholders (MGoS) (join the High-
Level Political Forum MGoS Coordination Mechanism mailing 
list)
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Preamble “ A spirit of strengthened 
global solidarity, focused in 

particular on the needs of the 
poorest and most vulnerable and 

with the participation of all 
countries, all stakeholders and all 

people.”

SDG are “the result of over two 
years of intensive public 

consultation and engagement with 
civil society and other stakeholders 

around the world, which paid 
particular attention to the voices of 
the poorest and most vulnerable.”



UN SYSTEM SDG IMPLEMENTATION

UN system plays a critical role in supporting member states’ 
implementation of intergovernmentally agreed SDGs
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…etc. https://sdgs.un.org/UNSDGimplementation



IOC-UNESCO 
United Nation Ocean Decade 2021-2030
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“… international efforts at the science-policy interface to reverse the cycle of decline in ocean health and to 
improve conditions for sustainable development of the ocean”

6 Societal outcomes:
• A Clean Ocean -pollution
• A Healthy and Resilient Ocean 
• A Predicted Ocean 
• A Safe Ocean polluting chemicals, micro, nano plastics, HABs

observation, seismic data for tsunami warnings etc.
• A Sustainably Harvested Ocean pollution and fisheries; climate 

change and fisheries, future of food production etc.
• A Transparent Ocean clarify the science-policy interface at the 

national level, coordination, ocean information etc.

Cross cutting actions: 
• Capacity dev. and technology transfer
• Partnership and financing
• Access to Data, Information, and Knowledge 
• Communicating the Decade 



EU and SDG 13
• The EU has been a leading force towards the adoption of the Paris 

Agreement at the COP21 conference in 2015.
• In 2014-2017, the EU has allocated 20% of its budget to climate 

action and this share is likely to reach at least 25% as of 2021, which 
confirms the growing importance of climate action in the EU agenda.
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EU and SDG 14

• The EU made a positive and constructive contribution to the development of the 2030 
Agenda. “… committed to implement the SDGs in all our policies and encourage EU 
countries in doing the same”.

• The EU development policy supports notably, through actions at global, regional, national 
and local level 
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 improved fisheries management and the fight against illegal, 
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing to secure oceans’ 
contribution to food and nutrition security

 conservation of marine and coastal ecosystems notably through 
the establishment and support of marine protected areas
(MPA)

 waste management and efforts to reduce land-based pollution 
affecting the oceans (including plastic)

 research and technology transfer



UNESCO: Education for Sustainable 
Development Goals - Learning Objectives
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“A fundamental change is needed in the way we think about education’s role 
in global development, because it has a catalytic impact on the well-being
of individuals and the future of our planet. … Now, more than ever, 
education has a responsibility to be in gear with 21st century challenges and 
aspirations, and foster the right types of values and skills that will lead to 
sustainable and inclusive growth, and peaceful living together. “
Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO 

file:///C:/Users/mypbo/Downloads/247444eng.pdf

“Education for sustainable development (ESD) 
has to be integrated in all curricula of formal 
education, including early childhood care and 
education, primary and secondary education, 
technical and vocational education and training 
(TVET), and higher education”
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