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The oil seen from space by NASA’s
Terra satellite on 24 May 2010
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Reminder: polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons [PAH]
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More than 18 billion barrels of waste fluids are generated annually from oil 

and gas production in the United States (Oceana).
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Table: Main pressures and impacts induced by offshore oil and gas extraction. Source: Plan Bleu 2014.
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One of many 

contaminated crabs at 

the Deepwater Horizon 

site. (LUMCON)



•

•
•

•

41Amoco Cadiz and coast of Brittany in 1978
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Amoco Cadiz and 

coast of Brittany in 

1978
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Oil slicks moving onto coral reefs at Galeta at low
tide after the Bahia las Minas refinery spill, 
Panama, in April 1986. (NOAA)
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The Exxon Valdez oil spill occurred in Prince William Sound, Alaska, on March 24, 1989,
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2007 South Korea oil spill



53



•

•

54



55



Oil and gas exploration and exploitation activities in the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Source: 2012 Pytheas Limited
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Blocks 26 and 30 explored byEnergeanoffshore of Montenegro in the Adriatic Sea 

(https://www.energean.com/operations/montenegro/montenegro/)
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64Density map of ship traffic in the Mediterranean Sea 

(http://www.marinevesseltraffic.com/MEDITERRANEAN-SEA/ship-traffic-tracker)
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Oil spill in the Mediterranean sea. Possible oil spills detected in the Mediterranean sea 

between the 1999 and the 2004. (Courtesy of European Commission, Joint Research 

Centre).
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70Map of the handling of oil in the Mediterranean Sea (main routes, refineries 

and main oil ports)
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Levantine Basin, Eratosthenes Seamount (ESM) and discoveries.
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